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; CONSIDERATIONS 
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NEWFOUNDLAND. 


H E Trade to Newfoundland, in the Reign of King James I. was 
| in a very flouriſhing Condition, and then iatirely, without a 
Rival, Poſſeſſed an Eajoyed by the Ergliſh. It remained the 

| ſame, until the Ninth o 8 I. as may appear by Let- 
ters Patent, bearing Date the zoth of Februam that Year, Reciting, That 
he Region and Country, called Newfounaland, had been acquired to the 
* Dominions of his Progenitors, which he held, and his People had many 


* Years reſorted to thoſe Parts; where, and on the Coaſts adjoining, they 
© employed themſelves in Fiſhing, &c. whereby a great Number of his 


« People had been fer at Work, and Navigation and Mariners much En- 
« creaſed, cc. and then Ordained ſome Laws for the better Government 


« of the Fiſhing, Ships and Inhabitants, Cc. 


Thar about this time the French firſt began to Fiſh at Newfoundland, and 
by Ways and Means obtained Liberty from King Charles I. for ſo doing; 
and as an Acknowledgment of our Rights, they agreed to pay 5 J. per Cent. 
from all Ships coming thither: Their Allotment for curing Fiſh, &c. was to 
the Weſtward of Cape Raze. And the Fribute aforeſaid was duly paid for 
'many Years afterwards- 


Note, At this time the French had very few Ships. a 


King Charles IL in the Twenty Seventh of his Reign, confirmed to the 
French the aſoreſaid Liberty, and then quitted to them the former Tribute 
of 5 J. per Cent. | 


King James II. confirmed to them the Grants aforeſaid ; from which- 
may be obſerved, Thar the French were ſenſible of the Weakneſs of their 


Fulle, and therefore thought it was abſolutely neceſſary to have ir con- 
firmed 
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firmed by every King of England ſucceſſively, which they found Means 
ſome Way or other to obtain. And we may conlider, that the French by 
this Trade had fo far encreaſed their Riches and Naval Power at that time, 
as to make all Europe ſtand in fear of them; which plainly ſhews, thac 
Twenty Years quiet Poſſeſſion of this Trade is capable of making any Frince 
that has it the moſt Formidable, both by Sea and Land, by their ycarly 
Encreaſe of Men, Ships, Bullion, C&c. . | 
| * 


King William III. of moſt Glorious Memory, being ſenſible of the vaſt 
Importance of this Trade, did never confirm theſe Grants to the French; 
but that his Subjects might underſtand that his Predeceſſors could not juſtly 
diſpoſe of this Trade, as they pretended to do. In his Declaration of War 
againſt France, their Incroachment upon our Trade and Fiſhery of New- 
foundland, is particularly mentioned as one of the Cauſes of the War; and 
did, in the Tenth and Eleventh Year of his Reign, give his Royal Aſſent 
to an Act of Parliament to reſume i:: By which it is Enacted, Stat. 10, 11. 
cap. 25, That Whereas the Trade of, and Fiſhing at Newtoundland, 7s a Be- 


neficial Trade to this Kingdom, not only in the Employing great Numbers of Sea-, 


men and Ships, and Exporting and Conſuming great Quantities of Proviſions and 
Manufactures of this Realm, whereby many Tradeſmen, and poor Artificers, are 
kept at Work, but alſo is bringing into this Nation, by Returns of the Effetts of 
the ſaid Fiſhery from other Countries, great Quantities of Wine, Oy, Plate, 
Iron, Wool, and ſundry other uſeful Commodities, to the Encreaſe of his Majeſt's 
Revenue, and the Encouragement of Trade and Nawigation : Be it Enafted, &e. 
That henceforth all his Majeſty's Subjects, &c. ſhall have, uſe, and enjoy the Free 
Trade and Traffick, and Art of Merchandize and Fiſhery, to aud from New- 


foundland, and take Bait and Fiſh, in any of the Rivers, Creeks, Seas, or Iſlands, - 


&c. thereanto belonging, ac fully, and freely, as at any Time heretofore hath been 
us'd, or 7110755 by any of the Subjects of his Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors, with 
out any Hindrance, &c. of, or from any Perſon whatſoever ; and that no Alien 
or Stranger whatſoever, ( not reſiding within England,) ſhall at any Time here- 
after take any Bait, or uſe any Sort of Trade or Fiſhing whatſoever, in News- 
toundland, or in any of the lands or Places above-mention'd. 


So that the Exgliſb having had the entire Poſſeſſion of, and Trade to all 
| Newfoundland, &c. until the Tenth of King Charles I. conſequently we have 
the ſame Right and Title to it now. 


It may be obſerved, That the whole Encreaſe of the Naval Greatneſs of 
France had its Foundation from this Trade; for the Nature of it is ſuch, 
that about one Fourth of the Men employ'd in it are Green Men, that 


were never before at Sea; and the Climate being very Healthy, ſcarce 


One Man in Fifty dies in a Voyage; whereas in Voyages to the EA, and 
Meſt.- Indies, few Green Men are made uſe of; and it is too well known 
what great Numbers are {wept away in thoſe Unkealthy Countries: And 
to my Knowledge, a great many Ships belonging to Fance, from the South. 
Sea and Weſt-Inates, — come to Newfoundland for the Recovery of their 


Mens Health. 


And it farther appears, That their Naval Strength ariſes by this Trade, 


by looking back to their firſt beginning therein; they had then in Num- 
ber very tew Ships, and thoſe of inconſiderable Force and Bulk, whereas 
they have ſince been enabled frequently to Contend at Sea with the Uni- 
ted Powers of England and Holland; and have. beſides a great many ſtout 
| | Sar wand Codli gt lat BNA and 
Ur 72 / 
CORE &. * 


1 [Ut 


rts ol, our 
5 Fee 


£0:3-) 
and large Privatcers to Inſeſt our Coaſts, and Ruin our Merchants; and 
of late Years employ in this Fiſhery of Newfoundland, Four or Five Hun- 
dred Sail of Ships, many, or moſt of them, of good Burthen, and Mount- 
ed from Sixteen to Forty Guns; to Man which there are, by a moderate 
Compuration (allowing bur from Thirty to Forty Men a Ship) Sixteen 
Thouſand Men; of which One Fourth being Green Men, the Enemy 
mult conſequently breed up by this Single Trade, Four Thouſand Sailors 
every Lear. | 
Beſides, the French by their extraordinary Frugality, joined with their 
other great Advantages of the Cheapneſs of Salt, the low Wages of their 
Mariners, a little Expence in Victualling their Ships, and having the beſt 
and moſt convenient Part of the Country tor Fiſhing; &+. have quite eaten 
the Eugliſb ouz-ot this Trade; as may be inſtanced in many of the Out- 
ation, and particularly Barnſtable and Bideford, who former- 
this Trade above Fifty Ships; Dartmouth Forty Sail of Ships, 
and now not Three Sail, which enabled them to ſupply King William oo 
ſome Years, in the beginning of his Reign, with Three or Four Hundred 
Voluntcer Sailors, to help Man the Royal Navy ; and now inſtead of Fifty, 
they do not fit out of late above Six or Eight ſmall Ships, and find it very 
difficult to Man theſe few, and believe the fame Scarciry of Sailors is in 
all other Ports; To the great Diſcouragement of Navigation, Decreaſe of 
the Queen's Cuſtoms, the leſſening the Value of Lands, and the Strengtfi 
of the Kingdom; Impoveriſhing rhe Weſtern Counties, whoſe Intire Be- 
pendance is upon that Trade, with ſevetal Manufactures. 


Theſe Misfortunes proceed from letting the French into this moſt profi- 
table Trade, and into that Part of Newfoundland, which is far better than 
we kept to our ſelves, where they are ſeldom annoy'd with Ice, as ly ing 
farther to the South, and beſt Part of the Land; whereas our ſmall Por- 
tion (which now alſo is loſt) lying more to the Nerth-Eaſt, is ſometimes 
not clear of firm Lands of Ice till the Beginning of May, and till that Ice 
is gone, no Fiſh,are taken, and & often hinders our Ships from getting 
in: So that the French are in the Country, and at their Buſineſs, long be- 
fore the Engliſh: They have better Harbours, and greater Quantities of 
Fiſh; lying nearer the Banks, and their Shore being all a ſandy Bottom, 
the Fiſh comes in fooner, it being warmer than a rocky Bottom; for they 
havekilied One Hundred and Fifty Quintals of Fiſh per Boat, before we killed 
One : They have allo Salt, and ſome other Fiſhing Craft cheaper than us, 
and generally kill One or Two Hundred Quintals per Boat more than the 


_ Epeliſh kill. Which ( beſides the great Inequality, in Fiſhing ) modeſtly 


computed, may make their Fiſh at leaſt 5 5. 2 Quintal cheaper than the 
Engliſb; and which adds to their greater Profit, they are generally in Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, &c. beſore the Time of our Ships leaving the Country, an 

conſequently have the Preference of all Markets, which can't be lets than 
5 5. per Quintal more than our latter Fleets can get (their Fiſh being 
much better eſteemed.) The aforeſaid 10 5. per Quintal more to them than 
the Exgliſhß gain, is undeniable Evidence what Prodigious Advantage the 


reap by this Trade; when we, under our preſent Circumſtances, are little 


better than Loſers, accounting 15 or 16 s. per Quintal a Good Price for 
Fiſh, as coming to after- Markets; whereas they have 30 or 40 s. per Quin- 
tal for theirs- 

* 


*. 


From 


<4) ; 


From all which we may with great Reaſon infer, That fo long as that 
Trade continues as at preſent, and for ſome Years paſt has been carried on, 
the French muſt reap all the Benefit thereof, and the Exgliſb, with the Silk- 
worm, {hall only ſpin out her own Bowels, and then be forced to give over: 
The Conſequences whereof may well be dreaded. If they be allowed any 
dry Fiſhery upon that Coaſt, or ro Cure their Fiſh, that Trade will be en- 


tirely ruined, to our Nation's great Los. 


But our great Satisfaction and Hope is, That our Noble Patriots in Par- 
liament aſſembled, will ſeriouſly conſider the Extraordinary Advantages that 
would accrue to this Nation, if this Trade were ſolely in the Hands of 
Great- Britain; that it would not only employ the Ships we have at preſent 
in this Trade, but alſo as many more as the French have in it now ; that 
the ſame Advantages which they now reap, would then return to us; that 
the Number of Mariners bred up yearly by this Fiſhery, which now an- 
noy us, would then deſend us; which now invade us, deſtroy our Planta- 
.tions, and rob our Merchants, would then become our Security and Pro- 
tection ; For which Reaſons it may be proper to Petition Her Moſt Gra- 


 cious Majeſty, That no Peace may be concluded with the Enemy, unleſs 


the French King will reſtore to Her Crown of Great-Britain all Nenfound- 
land, and the Illands that belong to ir, as Her undoubted Right and Pro- 


perty. 
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